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Editorial

At first glance, the articles collected in this issue of KS Studies appear to have little in
common. They address questions as diverse as Eucharistic theology, digital religion,
Christian apologetics, Islamic theodicy, and ecclesial accountability. Yet a closer
reading reveals a common thread: the encounter between religious traditions and the
changing conditions in which they are lived, interpreted, and practised. Rather than
treating theology as a self-contained intellectual enterprise, the authors explore how
inherited beliefs interact with contemporary realities and how religious communities
can respond to new social, cultural, intellectual, and technological circumstances.

This issue is also marked by significant methodological diversity, spanning a range of
scholarly approaches including systematic and practical theology, comparative
theology, religious studies, and interdisciplinary investigations at the intersection of
religion, society, culture, and institutional practice. Rather than fragmentation, this
plurality reflects the increasingly complex nature of contemporary research on
religion. Theological and religious-studies approaches remain distinct in their
epistemological commitments and research objectives; nevertheless, both seek to
illuminate dimensions of religious life that cannot be fully understood in isolation.

This is perhaps most evident in the opening study by Zoltdn Csizmadia. The Eucharist
has long stood at the centre of ecumenical discussions, often as both a symbol of
Christian unity and a point of ecclesial division. Rather than revisiting familiar
doctrinal disagreements, the author approaches the subject through the lens of
contemporary human sciences. Drawing upon psychology, anthropology, sociology,
and pastoral theology, he argues that ecumenical dialogue may benefit from greater
attention to the experiential dimensions of Eucharistic life. The study reminds readers
that theological disputes are never merely abstract disagreements about concepts but
also concern lived practices, shared identities, and forms of communal belonging.

The relationship between religious life and contemporary culture receives particularly
concrete treatment in the contribution by Afolorunso Olalekan Dairo and Tosin
Success Abolaji. Their examination of the Deeper Life Bible Church presents a striking
example of how religious communities negotiate technological change. The article
traces a movement from earlier suspicion of modern technologies to sophisticated
forms of digital engagement that include online worship, social media
communication, digital evangelism, and even the use of artificial intelligence. Beyond
its immediate Nigerian context, the study raises broader questions about authority,
authenticity, and religious communication in an increasingly digital environment.

Questions of communication and community occupy an important place elsewhere in
this volume. Stuart Nicolson’s article revisits apologetics from a perspective that is
both historical and practical. By returning to the biblical foundations of Christian
witness, Nicolson challenges the widespread assumption that apologetics is primarily
the task of professional theologians or intellectual specialists. Based also on several
Second Vatican Council documents, he presents how the responsibility to understand
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and communicate the faith belongs to all Christians. His proposal for ‘Original
Apologetics’ is therefore not simply a historical reconstruction but also an invitation
to reconsider how theological knowledge is cultivated and transmitted.

A different kind of encounter between traditions forms the subject of Radislav
Novotny’s study of Kenneth Cragg and Islamic theology. The article addresses a
question that extends well beyond the problem of evil itself: how can one religious
tradition interpret another without imposing its own conceptual categories upon it?
Through a careful analysis of Islamic discussions of justice, responsibility, and zulm,
Novotny argues that Cragg’s critique of Islam reflects assumptions rooted in
specifically Christian understandings of redemption and divine participation. This is
a contribution to Islamic studies that provides an important methodological reflection
on the possibilities and limits of interreligious understanding.

The final article, by David Oluwabukunmi Ogunbiyi, directs attention to an aspect of
ecclesial life that can be overlooked in theological discussion but remains essential to
the credibility of religious institutions. The author’s study of auditing and fraud
prevention within the Lagos Mainland Diocese of the Anglican Communion explores
how principles such as stewardship, accountability, transparency, and trust are
embodied within organisational practice. This reminds us that theology is concerned
not only with belief and worship but also with the structures through which
communities organise their common life. Questions of governance and financial
integrity are therefore not peripheral concerns but reflect deeper moral and
theological commitments.

Although the articles included in this issue differ significantly in topic and method,
they collectively testify to the continuing relevance of theological scholarship. The
authors demonstrate that theology remains deeply concerned with the practical and
intellectual questions of contemporary life. The result is a collection of studies that is
both intellectually diverse and united by a shared commitment to understanding
religion as a lived and dynamic reality.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all authors for their contributions to
this issue and to the reviewers whose thoughtful assessments have helped strengthen
the published articles. Scholarly dialogue depends upon such collaboration, and
KS Studies continues to benefit from the generosity and expertise of both authors and
reviewers.
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